DE LA RUE
lecture took, I believe, nine months ; a battery of 18,000 cells was set up in the Institution, and it was rumoured that many hundreds of pounds had been spent on the preparation. I have no difficulty in believing it. The weather unfortunately was wretched.
The two papers by Spottiswoode and Moulton on " Intermittence in the Electric Discharge " (Phil. Trans., Part I, 1879, Part II, 1880) have never received the attention which I think they deserved. This may be because they are both very long and rather soporific. In spite of this they contain much that is valuable. It is interesting to note that, though Moulton was a Senior "Wrangler and Spottiswoode President of the London Mathematical Society, there is not in these two long papers a mathematical symbol from beginning to end. The experiments described in these papers, and which gained for him the Fellowship of the Royal Society, were, as far as I know, the only experiments Moulton ever made. He had made none before either at school or Cambridge. They were made soon after he went down from Cambridge and whilst he was preparing for the Bar. After he had been called he rapidly acquired a very large practice, and had no time for research. His mind worked with wonderful rapidity ; the marks he got in the Mathematical Tripos when he was Senior Wrangler were more than double those of the Second Wrangler, who became a very eminent mathematician. I witnessed a striking instance of his mental agility, as I was in court during the trial of a suit which the owners of the patent for the " three wires sytem " of electric wiring brought against various electric lighting companies for alleged infringement of this patent. The patent had been taken out by Dr. John Hopkinson, but he did not at the time attach much im-
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